Book reviews
Conybeare's Textbook of Medicine edited by W N Mann MD(Lond) FRCP 14th ed pp xix+ 1048 illustrated 63s Edinburgh & London: E & SLivingstone 1964 It is always a pleasure for the reviewer to peruse a new edition of a favourite textbook for, unlike the reader, the book has the secret of eternal youth containing as it does the latest information on the chosen subject.
With the completion of the thirteenth edition Sir John Conybeare retired from the position of editor-in-chief and the present edition is, therefore, the first to be produced under the sole direction of the former joint editor, Dr Mann. The general arrangement of the volume has been preserved but, as in the past, the subject matter has been carefully revised. It is a considerable achievement that, despite the addition of much new information, the book has only increased in size by some sixty pages.
The tradition of recruiting all the contributors, with one notable exception, from the London schools has been preserved and there are many familiar names in the list. An important new contribution is that of Dr Charles Baker on cardiovascular diseases. This section has been thoroughly revised and is a very competent appraisal of present-day thought and practice in this rapidly developing specialty. Dr D A K Black has written a brief but erudite section on the disorders of body fluid.
It is inevitable that some new techniques have been less readily accepted than others and some sections would merit further review. Intermittent positive pressure respiration, though mentioned in most of the appropriate places, is probably given less prominence than this revolutionary form of treatment deserves and the 'iron lung' still lingers in the background of the section on acute barbiturate poisoning.
As edition succeeds edition the reader experiences a feeling of thankfulness that more and more diseases are conquered. Much of this progress has been due to antibiotics and it is therefore appropriate that the book contains an up-todate appendix devoted to these drugs.
The book is well produced and sturdily bound and there are the usual useful tables on the fly leaves and the inside of the covers. Baltimore: Williams & Wilkins 1963 London: Bailie/re, Tindall & Cox This is the second edition of the translation into English by an American dermatologist of a textbook written by the Professor of Dermatology in Zurich. The book takes the form of a skin atlas which includes 99 beautifully reproduced colour plates supplemented by a further 88 black and white photographs, plus a few diagrams and tables. The volume is also termed a 'Manual' by virtue of an abbreviated text on the various skin diseases illustrated. This supplement would no doubt be of help to both undergraduates and postgraduates wishing to learn about skin diseases. It is perhaps unfortunate that Professor Burckhardt has also included a section and some illustrations on the venereal diseases. In this country venereology is a separate specialty and of course many of the manifestations of the various diseases in this group are not related to the skin. In other countries where the two subjects are combined the practice of venereology tends to suffer. It is, therefore, not surprising that the illustrations in this section are not always well selected. Figure 161 shows atypical multiple chancres on the penis. Figure 167 claims to illustrate condylomata lata; there are certainly moist papules seen on the scrotum, but the perianal lesions are impossible to define. Figure 172 (a chest X-ray) is a very poor example of syphilitic aortitis. Gonorrhoea is illustrated by a single plate showing gonococci in a smear; there are no pictures of any clinical manifestations of this disease nor are there any of chancroid or lymphogranuloma venereum. The short text has some serious omissions and inaccuracies: for instance the use of culture techniques in the diagnosis of gonorrhoea in the female is not even mentioned; descriptions of non-gonococcal genital infection and Reiter's disease are completely omitted. It would really be much better in any future editions to confine this section to the skin manifestations of syphilis.
Having made these remarks on that section of the book which this reviewer is best fitted to criticize, it should be added that no doubt this volume will be widely used in reference libraries: its cost appears to preclude its purchase by students or general practitioners. March 1963 under the aegis of the Ciba Foundation. The first part consists of formal papers and the discussion which followed them, while the second part is a largely unscripted discussion by about thirty invited participants. Many aspects of the subject are considered, including the effects of drugs on different aspects of animal behaviour and the importance of such factors as the nutritional state of the animal and its genetic background which may modify drug action. The book will clearly be of most value to research workers but there is a good deal of interest to the clinician, in particular the discussion on how far results can be extrapolated from animals to man. London: Cassell 1964 To follow the great Victor Bonney is a great honour and equally a challenge. MacLeod and Howkins have successfully met this challenge and have brought Bonney's classic up to date. The 'atmosphere' of the book is maintained partly by retaining much of Bonney's famous black and white drawings (some replaced skilfully by Mrs Lesley MacLeod) but also by the authors' lucid English style. Although the book aims primarily at teaching surgical technique the authors are fortunately drawn into arguments under the heading 'Conditions and indications for operation', and again in frank criticism of the value of several operations.
Your reviewer especially enjoyed the excellent chapter on extended pelvic surgery for cervical cancer which was balanced by a chapter on radiotherapya boon to the registrar aiming for promotion and higher degrees.
The authors have a reasonable aversion to writing about an operation they do not carry out themselves, such as subtotal hysterectomy; I thought they might also have put Gilliam's operation in the waste paper basket, especially the line about the painful prolapsed ovary and the bulky post-abortal uterus, both alleged to be cured by putting a tuck in the round ligaments. Caesarean section might also, I think, be left to obstetric textbooks, although the drawings are splendid. (Did V B really put volsella on the lower segment?)
On the other hand, I was looking forward to an explanatory and critical note on the marsupialization of Bartholin's cyst which many of my younger colleagues favour in preference to excisionnot always practicable and sometimes followed by a hematoma.
Culdoscopy which is now being used more frequently in the United Kingdom must also surely be given more than a few lines in the next edition.
In the Aldridge sling type of operation for stress incontinednce of urine the senior author recommends instead of fascia, polyvinyl alcohol sponge: with only 1 failure in 20 operations we shall await with interest the detailed publication of this achievement, especially after prolonged follow-up. The repair of cystocele was mentioned as part of the sling operation; surely this is the old German Schutzverband techniqueusing slings when the repair of cystocele appeared impossible or inadequate? The impression given, which I am sure was unintentional, is that patients with cystocele and stress incontinence should be treated by a sling operation.
Throughout the book and especially in the final chapters the authors' extensive experience in gynwcological surgery shines through the text. That is not to say that there is no controversy in the book; it would be dull reading if that were so. For example, in deep femoral thrombosis some would criticize their treatment with one dose of 12,500 units of heparin with phenindione to
